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SUBJECT: STUDENTS LAMBASTE GOVERNMENT IN PRESS 

1 . THE MARCH 29 EDITION OF THE GOP-CONTROLLED "CRITICA" CARRIED 
A LONG LETTER TO TORRIJOS FROM OLIMPO SAEZ, A LEADER OF THE 
CAMILO TORRES CIRCLE (CCT). THE CCT IS A UNIVERSITY OF PANAMA 
STUDENT ORGANIZATION WITH MOST, IF NOT ALL, ITS STRENGTH IN 
THE LAW SCHOOL. IT IS A SMALL ULTRA-LEFT GROUP WHICH IS 
DISTINGUISHED FROM HALF A DOZEN SIMILAR GROUPS MAINLY IN THAT 
IT MIXES CHRISTIANITY WITH ITS WAY-OUT MARXISM. ROMULO 
ESCOBAR BETHANCOURT, WHO IS INTER ALIA THE HEAD OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT INFORMATION OFFICE, DELIVERED THE LETTER TO THE NEWSPAPER 
FOR PUBLICATION, INDICATING TORRIJOS HAD DIRECTED HIM TO DO SO. 
THE LETTER IS DATED DECEMBER 1977. 

2. THE LETTER URGES THE GOVERNMENT TO ADOPT A COHERENT PO- 
LITICAL IDEOLOGY, BECAUSE IN THE CURRENT STATE OF IDEOLOGICAL 
VACUUM, INDIVIDUALS IN POWER ABUSE THEIR POSITIONS FOR 
PERSONAL GAIN. SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS ARE: WIDESPREAD 
CORRUPTION, THE INADEQUACY OF THE NEW TREATIES, BUNGLING 

OF PANAMA'S ECONOMIC PLANNING AND THE "UNDEMOCRATIC" 
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NATURE OF THE 1972 CONSTITUTION. THE GROUP RECOMMENDS 
THAT TORRIJOS SCRAP THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS AND FORM A 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT TO LAST NO MORE THAN THREE YEARS, 

AT THE END OF WHICH A "NEW" POLITICAL ORDER WOULD 
ARISE BASED ON TRULY DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS NOT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR WHY TORRIJOS 
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WOULD WANT THIS DATED, IMPRACTICAL, ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
AND REALLY RATHER TIRESOME LETTER TO BE PUBLISHED NOW. 

SOME POSSIBLE REASONS COME TO MIND: IT GIVES "EVIDENCE" 

OF THE OPEN-MINDEDNESS AND OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
IN PANAMA, AND IT SETS UP A STRAW MAN WHICH CAN BE 
KNOCKED DOWN IN THE MEDIA. EDITORIALISTS AND GOSSIP 
COLUMNISTS WERE SNIPING AT THE CCT IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
THE PUBLICATION OF THE CCT LETTER, CLAIMING THAT TORRIJOS, 

AND NOT THE CCT, IS IN TOUCH WITH THE TRUE THOUGHTS OF 
THE PEOPLE. 

JORDEN 
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